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Rail corridor may doom maglev plan

Key senator backs
high-speed rail linking
L.A. and Las Vegas.
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A potential corridor for pas-
senger trains between Las
Vegasand the Los Angeles area
has become part of a federal
initiative to modernize the na-
tion’s rail networks and devel-
op high-speed service befween
cities.

Thursday’s announcement,
however, might doom a 30-
year-old proposal to build a
high-tech magnetic levitation,
or “magley,” train from Ana-
heim to Las Vegas if Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid
(D-Nev.} gets his way.

Reld, who no longer sup-
ports the maglev project, said
during an event to publicize the
rail corridor that he would try
o scuttle $45 million in federal
funds earmavked for the pro-
posal. The maglev project and
a conventional rail line pro-
posed by a private venture are
trying to develop separate high
speed passenger trains that
would parallel oft-congested
Interstate 15, Secretary of

Transportation Ray LaHood
announced Thursday that a
swath of land along much of
I-15 has been declared a federal
high-speed rail ¢orridor — one
of 11 such zones in the U.S.
Projects proposged in those cor-
ridors are eligible for federal as-
sistance, grants and loans.

Federal officials say the de-
velopment of a suceessful high
speed rail system hetween
Southern California and Ne-
vada would dramatically re-
duce delays and traific aeci-
dents on I-15.

“For transportation, It’s the
most important thing that's
happened to Nevada since
Interstate 15,” said Reid, who
likened the federal high speed
rail program to President

Rizenhower's effort in the 19505
to develop the interstate high-

way system,

Last month, the Nevada
senator withdrew his support
for the maglev project in favor
of a plan by DesertXPress En-
terprises to build a European-
style high speed train that re-
lies on conventional technolo-
gy. The 150 mph system would

run about. 200 miles from Vie-
torville to Las Vegas and cost
about $2.5-34 billion to build.

The maglev project would
extend 270 miles and cost an es-
timated $12 billlon. Maglev
technology relies on electricity
and magnetic foree fo propel
trains on a cashion of air at
speeds up to 300 mph.

“T've studied maglev
enough,” said Reid, who added
that the DesertXPress is closer
to breaking ground. “We're
past the planning stage. We've
got to move on and start con-
struction.”

Proponents of the maglev
proposal sald it was unlikely
that Reid would be able to per-
suade Congress to reverse its
decision to provide funding.

“We are relying on the law
and how it reads. We believe
that nothing will change,” said
Neil Commings, president of
the American Magline Group, a
consortium of private compa-
nfes involved in the project.
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